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A WORD FROM THE 
COLLEGE PRESIDENT 

From our creation two years ago, College of Eastern Idaho 
is quickly emerging as an education leader in eastern Idaho. 
Opportunities abound in this major shift in the role of CEI as 
a comprehensive community college for our eastern  
Idaho region. In 2019, CEI served over 19,000 students 
including both credit and non-credit (workforce training). 
Our strategic direction from the CEI Board of Trustees 
includes: attracting high school graduates into CEI, inviting 
our veteran community to earn degrees, and creating a 
number of programs aimed at non-traditional students. CEI 
continues to focus on serving our community in flexible and 
innovative ways. 

The CEI Foundation is governed by a dedicated group of 
board members from the community. These volunteers are focused on expanding both the College 
and the scholarship opportunities for students. At the end of their two years with us, our students will 
be prepared for work and careers through our Career Technical Education programs, or have all the 
credits needed to be juniors with our partner universities. Investing in our students through the CEI 
Foundation benefits all of our students, transforming the lives of individuals, providing family wage 
careers and creating a better-prepared workforce that fuels a vibrant economic base. 

As you consider our Foundation, we hope you find ways to get involved by supporting the teaching 
and learning within this institution. Our mission is to provide limitless oportunity for students from 
our community. Ways you as a potential donor could support the CEI Foundation can include: one-
time gift of funds to annual scholarships, creation of an ongoing endowment, gifting of appreciated 
assets such as stocks of property, or the gift of your time by volunteering for any of the projects and 
fundraising activities that CEI hosts.

 I am sincere in expressing my gratitude for your gifts to the CEI Foundation and thank you on behalf 
of our students whose lives have been greatly influenced for the better.

Kind Regards,

Donate to the College of Eastern Idaho Foundation today!i

Dr. Rick Aman, President of College of Eastern Idaho
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This year’s scholarship banquet was held on April 18, 2019 at The Waterfront at Snake River 
Landing. This event gives our scholarship constituents the opportunity to interact with our 
scholarship recipients. We had messages shared with attendees from Teesha Griffith, CEI Alumni, 
Juan Villalobos, Current CEI student and Gerardo Garcia, New CEI student. During the 2019 
- 2020 academic year our donors assisted the CEI Foundation with awarding over $300,000 in 
scholarship funds!

That evening, we also recognized our outstanding Staff, Faculty, and Community Partners of the 
Year. Congratulations to our 2019 annual award recipients!

Due to increasing community support and scholarship donors and recipients, we have had to limit 
available seats at our celebration. For more information please email scholarships@cei.edu
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FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP CELEBRATION 
 & ANNUAL AWARDS

JODENE TRIMBLE,  
HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONS
Faculty Member of the Year

Stepping up and giving back is just what Jodene Trimble does. She 
recently played a huge role in preparing the recent proposal to William 
& Shirley Maeck Family Foundation for updated medical equipment. Her 
efforts support one of the fastest growing divisions on campus.

GORDON SIEPERT,  
MAINTENANCE  FOREMAN
Staff Member of the Year

Gordon Siepert will do whatever he can to complete tasks, with a smile 
free of charge! He expresses care and concern for all those he interacts 
with on a daily basis. A key staff member, Gordon’s a team player with 
a passion for making CEI better, and we can’t imagine the campus 
without him!

CIVITAN CLUB OF IDAHO FALLS, INC.
Community Partner of the Year 

As the first local civic club to commit $10,000 in funds to support the CEI 
Endowment, Civitans Club of Idaho Falls has insured their gift will live on 
forever, investing in the students at CEI. 



Donate to the College of Eastern Idaho Foundation today!2

For additional information about sponsorships, team reservations, and volunteering contact us:  
scholarships@cei.edu or call 208.535.5398
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• 1st Place - Teton Auto Group 

• 2nd Place – Mountain View Hospital

• 3rd Place – Idaho Central Credit Union

 THE GREAT RACE FOR EDUCATION 2019
On July 19, The Great Race for Education 2019 was a sea of 
flamingo pink celebrating 11 years of racing to benefit our CEI 
scholarship program. A massive crowd of teams gathered 
under large white tents at Snake River Landing event 
space awaiting directions from the Foundation 
Team: Natalie Hebard, Executive Director; 
Bailey Winn, Scholarship Coordinator; 
Krisi Staten, CEI Foundation Board 
Chair; and event sidekick Liza Raley 
from KLCE Classy 97. The goal of this 
annual event is to raise money for the 
CEI Foundation scholarship program; 
however, on the day of the race, all 
anyone really wants to do is win! It’s 
a race against time to solve the clues, 
complete the challenges, and return to 
Snake River Landing in the Top 10.

The event actually begins with Prerace 
activities Monday - Thursday leading up to 
Race Day on Friday (always the third Friday in 
July). Prerace is meant to warm up the minds 
of racers prior to race day. Teams also have 
the opportunity to purchase additional 
advantages through the Facebook auction 
hosted the night before. The team that 
collects the most Prerace feet earns a free 
team the next year. The big winner of 
Prerace this year was Old Skool All-Starz 
and the team with the most team owners 
this year was Fluor Idaho with 59.  
Go Team Fluor! 

This year, the theme was Flamingo so 
the event space was covered in pink. The 
teams faced a series of challenges ranging across 
downtown Idaho Falls, making sure to get their 
challenge cards stamped. After the initial race, the field 
of competition is narrowed down to the top teams. 
The remaining teams then competed in a series of 
“minute-to-win-it” style games, however, most are 
altered to provide an edge of difficulty. Great Racers 
were especially motivated this year to provide as 
much funding for CEI scholarships as possible – the 
comradery was amazing!

Winning Teams:

All teams will be recognized at our 
annual scholarship celebration, 

awarding Great Race scholarships to 
students for academic year 2020-
2021.

As exciting as the competition 
is, the teams never forget their 
true goal. This event is one that 
brings everyone together to help 

CEI students and raise scholarship 
funds. This year the event raised 

$75,000 – a record breaking year. Over 
125 volunteers -including the ever-faithful 

Stasia Acrobats- helped at base camp 
and in the field that day. None of 

this would have been possible 
without our wonderful 
volunteers and the financial 
support of our participants:

Event Sponsors
· Wells Fargo

· Teton Auto Group

· Fisher’s Technology

· Valley Office Systems

· Premier Sponsor - Fluor Idaho

· Mountain View Hospital

Snake River Landing

· Idaho Central Credit Union

· Silver Star Communications

· Eastern Idaho Regional Medical Center 

· Battelle Energy Alliance Operators of 
Idaho National Laboratory

We appreciate all of our sponsors and teams for 
your generosity allowing CEI Foundation to change 

lives through scholarship.

July 17, 2020 registration is already open at ceigiving.org. 
Only 35 team spots are available for this event, so register quickly!
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UPCOMING CEI FOUNDATION EVENTS

• February 14, 2020 - Scholarship Deadline  
Due by 5pm in the Administration Office.  
For more information visit ceigiving.org, call 208.535.5407 or email scholarships@cei.edu

• April 16, 2020 - Annual Scholarship Celebration  
7 – 9pm at The Waterfront at Snake River Landing.  

For more information, email scholarships@cei.edu 

• May 7, 2020 -  Idaho Gives  
A 24-hour statewide nonprofit giving day! Last year over $5,000 was raised to support CEI scholarships 

Find us on Idaho Gives Day at www.idahogives.org #idahogives

• June 19, 2020 - Swing for the Green 
June 19, 2020 organized by Bank of Idaho, hosted at Idaho Falls Country Club.  

All proceeds benefit scholarship endowment fund. j.phillips@bankofidaho.net or scholarships@cei.edu 

• July 17, 2020 - 12th Annual Great Race for Education  
Vision 2020 Edition! Register before all 35 team spaces are gone! ceigiving.org  
Visit our official Great Race Facebook page for the latest event information: facebook.com/thegreatrace/ 

Contact us with any questions: call 208.535.5398 or email scholarships@cei.edu
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A CEI FOUNDATION MESSAGE
The season of gratitude is upon 
us and on behalf of the entire 
Foundation Board I would like to 
express our sincere appreciation to 
all who helped make this year such 
a great one for the Foundation. We 
were so fortunate to see an increase 
in giving, we were able to award 
more scholarships 
than ever. These 
scholarships 
often 
mean the 
difference 
in being 
able to 
attend 
college or 
not. Together 
we’re making a 
difference in the lives of our 
students and helping many fulfill 
their dreams and goals of a college 
education. To all who have donated 
to the Foundation, THANK YOU, 
your gift is making a difference. 

Speaking of being grateful, a big 
shout out to our Executive Director, 
Natalie Hebard and Scholarship 
Coordinator, Bailey Winn for 
another very successful Great Race 
for Education. These ladies work for 
months to put on one amazing event 

and those efforts don’t go unnoticed. 
The Great Race day was full of fun 
and laughs, challenging games, and 
hanging out with great friends. This 
event is the largest fundraiser CEI 
Foundation holds and we appreciate 
everyone who participated this 
year. And a big thank you to all our 
sponsors and volunteers, this event 

wouldn’t be possible without 
you!

As we approach the 
holidays and the end of 
2019, please remember 
CEI and give the gift 
of education. You can 

give on-line or use the 
form in this publication. 

You can also drop your 
donation off at the CEI campus, 

and while you’re there take a look 
around. There are some impressive 
changes that have been happening 
on campus. 

We wish everyone a wonderful 
holiday season and a great end to 
2019. We look forward to 2020 and 
the continued growth of the College 
of Eastern Idaho.

Sincerely,
Krisi Staten 
Board Chair of the CEI Foundation

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS
Krisi Staten - Board Chair
Community Advocate

Perry Bugbee - Vice Chair & Treasurer
Sleep Inn & Suites

Deb Moretto - Past Board Chair
US Bank

Bobbe Crapo - Finance Chair
Retired 

Becky Holzemer
Citizen’s Community Bank/Glacier Bank

Carlo Melbihess
Idaho National Laboratory – BEA 

Cody Fresh
Platinum Construction

Daren Long
REMAX Prestige Idaho

DeLyn Hendricks
Valued Merchant Services

Doug Benson
Bank of Idaho

James Bitrick
Bechtel Marine Propulsion – NRF

Kathy Fatkin
Retired

Mark Hall
Mountain View Hospital 

Renae Oswald
Oswald Service & Repair

Richard Swenson
Retired

Scott Eskelson
Martin & Eskelson PLLC

Shannon Havins
Idaho National Laboratory – BEA 

Teri TeNgaio
Intermountain Gas

Travis Evans
Eastern Idaho Regional Medical Center 

Tyson Daniels
Grease Monkey
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THANK YOU TO OUR CONTRIBUTORS NOVEMBER 2018- OCTOBER 2019

SCHOLASTIC 
SUPERSTARS 
$15,000+

A.V. & Frances Larter

Bank of Idaho

Bob & Su Robotti

CHC Foundation, Inc.

Deon Romrell

Eugene & Lil Bonsor 

Memorial

June Bills

Kathleen Smolik - Galen 

Smolik Memorial

Kristy & Gregg Wachs

Laura Moore Cunningham 

Foundation, Inc.

Lester A. Stephen 

Memorial

Marie Putnam

Mary Helmer Family 

Endowment

Mountain View Charity

Roy & Elwyn Keyes - 

Kade Keyes Memorial 

Endowment

William & Shirley Maeck 

Family Foundation

GURU 
$10,000 - $14,999

Linda Aman - Aman Arts 

Endowment

Battelle Energy Alliance 

(BEA) INL

Civitan Club of Idaho Falls

Eastern Idaho Regional 

Medical Center (EIRMC)

Fluor Idaho

Idaho Community 

Foundation

Idaho Steel

Mayor’s Scholarship Fund

Mountain View Hospital

Staples

Teton Toyota - Teton Auto 

Group

SCHOLAR 
$5,000 - $9,999

Eastern Idaho Community 

Action Partnership

Edward Payne

International Scholarship 

and Tuition Services

Joseph Groberg

LeLand Beckman 

Foundation

Lynn K Moore

P-Tech Network of Idaho

Scholarship America

Zions Bank

PROFESSOR 
$2,500 - $4,999

Breaking Boundaries 

- Jeanne C. Priebe 

Memorial

Citizen’s Community Bank

Daughtery Foundation

Fisher’s Technology

Horatio Alger Association 

of Distinguished 

Americans

Idaho Central Credit 

Union

Mud Lake Telelphone

Park & Sharon Price

Robert Cook Memorial

Roger & Pamela Mayes

Rose Family Foundation

Stephen F. Wagner 

Charitable Fund

The Melaleuca Foundation

U.S. Bank Foundation

Valley Office Systems

Wells Fargo

MENTOR 
$1,000 - $2,499

Adrian Rubin Scholarship

AmeriTitle

ASME - Idaho Section

Association of 

Government Accountants

Bank Of Commerce

Barnes & Noble

Bateman-Hall, Inc.

Betty Haire

Cargill

Charles & Vicki Brooks

Community Council of 

Idaho

Cooper Norman

Dale McPherson

Dave Ward Farms

Eastern Idaho Chapter of 

Veteran’s Motor Car Club 

of America

Edward Jones - Joe Haan

Fraternal Order of Eagles

GIVENT (CN Executive 

Networking)

Harold & Enid Davis

Hillcrest High School

Howard W. Eloe

Idaho Falls Rotary Club 

#22764

Idaho Grower Shippers 

Association Inc.

Intermountain Gas 

Company

Jefferson Scholarship 

Fund

Kenhi Drewes

Kevin Poor

Kiwanis Club of Idaho 

Falls

SCHOLARSHIP HIGHLIGHT 
Hillcrest High School graduate, Hosea Duffey, started 
attending College of Eastern Idaho in the fall of 2018. 
Graduating high school a year early, Hosea had a few 
different options to consider, but decided to pursue his higher 
education immediately. As a resident of Idaho 
Falls, he was pleased to learn that he could now 
earn his Associate of Arts from CEI, and not have 
to worry about the expense of traveling for school 
for two more years. 

Born with a rare genetic disease called Goucher, 
Hosea and his family have had to endure 
medical expenses for treatment. This 
treatment can be expensive, and 
Hosea worries about keeping his 
parents out of debt as much 
as possible. After earning his 
AA at CEI, Hosea plans to get 
his Bachelors in Accounting. 
“I want to get a degree in 
accounting with hopes to work 
for the state and be able to have 
better insurance.” Hosea stated. 

The affordable tuition at College of Eastern Idaho makes 
high education an obtainable goal for Hosea. In addition, 
CEI Foundation scholarships aided Hosea and his family 
financially. “The CEI Foundation scholarships have helped 

to cover a large chunk of my 
tuition, which allows me to be 
able to focus more on  
my studies.” 

Hosea was able to meet his 
scholarship donor at the CEI 
Foundation Annual Scholarship 

Banquet. “It was nice to meet someone who was 
supporting my student goals outside my family 

and friends,” Hosea said. “The donors impact 
students in ways that they probably don’t 
even realize. In fact, my donor worked in my 
intended field and was able to give me advice 
and a new perspective on my goals.” 

Hosea will finish his Associate of Arts from CEI 
in the fall of 2020, and then plans to continue his 

education at Idaho State University. 

The donors impact 
students in ways 

that they probably 
don’t even realize
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Larry & Naola Crnkovich

Larsen Farms Hay Terminal, 

LLC

Lemhi County Economic 

Development Association

Makenzie Barrington 

Supply - Cargill

MDU Resources 

Foundation (Intermountain 

Gas)

Mike’s Lawn Service, LLC

Nolan Haddon Memorial

North American Brewers 

Association

North Freemont 

Education Foundation 

Kurt and Genola Kandler 

Scholarship Fund

Oswald Service & Repair

P.E.O. Sisterhood Chapter 

AA

Rita Vernon

salon h. davis

School District No. 150 

Education Foundation

Setter Family

Shelley Kiwanis

SMART Scholarship 

Funding Corp.

Smokin Fins - Idaho Falls

South Fremont Education 

Foundation, Inc.

Steven & Margaret Albiston

Susan Mills

Suzanne & Richard 

Buchan - Buchan Family 

Scholarship

Turn 5, Inc.

University of Idaho

Valley Wide Cooperative

Westmark Credit Union

ADVISOR 
$500 - $999
America’s Junior Miss 

Scholarship Foundation

ANDX Entertainment

Arco Masonic Lodge #48

Beard St. Clair Gaffney 

Attorneys

Beehive Federal Credit 

Union

Bonneville Education 

Foundation

Brigham Young University

Brody Newman Scholarship

Broulim’s

Camp Magical Moments 

Cancer Camp for Kids, INC

Carlo & Christy Melbihess

Carol & DeRay Perry

Christy Haack

City of Blackfoot

CRI Advantage Inc.

Doug Hix

Grease Monkey

Gregg & Lisa Smith

Headwaters Construction 

Company

HK Contractors, Inc.

ISU Credit Union

Japanese American 

Citizens League (JACL) - 

Idaho Falls Chapter

John Mason

Karen Foster

Katie Parkinson

Lindsey D Cope

Mario Dorazio Scholarship

Michael Kern

Mickelson Farms

Mountain West Electric

P.T. Richardson

Roamer Transport, Inc.

Sandra O’Bryant

Shepherd’s Inn Corporation

Shoshone-Bannock Casino 

& Hotel

Silver Star Communications

Soda Springs Lions Club

Stephanie Mickelson

Sylvia Buerkle

The Waterfront at Snake 

River Landing

Walter & Karen Sato

West Jefferson High School

Wilma Scott

TRAINER 
$250 - $499

Apple Athletic Club

B.P.O. DOES DROVE #190

Becky & Mike Holzemer

Bobbe Crapo

Bradley Engineering

Byron Miles

Cal & Cindy Ozaki

Dean Ellis

Dorothy Gee

Dubois Lions Club

Eastern Idaho Home 

Builders

Holly Woodcock

Horrocks Engineers

Idaho ATA Martial Arts

Idaho State University 

Foundation

Jerry & Ann Shivley

Joann Cissel

Julie McMurtrey

Linda Wilkins

Materials Testing & 

Inspection

Richard & Rita Swenson

Russ Spain

Sixth Dist Officials Assn

Steven Peterson

Tanner Gleave

Teresa Groenewold

Teton Farm Bureau

Wind River Homes and 

Design

APPRENTICE 
$100 - $249

AMP Consulting

Ann Riedesel

Arco Electric

Austin Kade Academy

Bailey Winn

BioLife Plasma Services

Carolyn Ware

Carrie G Scheid

Christian Godfrey

Christine & Sterling Barrett

CoDele Lurker

Colleen Whyte

Construction Solutions

Corey Shurtliff

Cornerstone Financial 

Advisers

D.L. Evans Bank

Debi Borek

Don Martin

Donald Casper

Dylan Barber

Ege Gurer

Elizabeth Onufer

Ernie Unger

First Evangelical Lutheran 

Church

Hailey Mack

Hannah Schumacher

Idaho Home Design/ NEXT 

Construction

Irene Jones

J & J Enterprise Holdings 

LLC

Jacinda Moreau

Jacque Larsen

Janet Barton

Jeff Cox

Jennifer Lopez

Jeremy Krupp

Jerry Cass

Joyce Byington

Justin Esplin

Kent Berggren

Leland Gale

Linda Anderson

Madison Memorial Hospital

Mary Taylor

Matt Porter

Melvin Cromwell

Michael Walker

Michelle Holt

Misty Benjamin

Natalie Hebard

Network for Good

Regan Fregoso

Richard H. Groberg

Rick Aman

Rocky Mountain Supply

Roshani Shay Curtis

Ryan Jacobsen

Sean Coletti

Season’s West, Inc.

Shannon Bowman

Stacy Freeman

State Contoller’s Office

Thomas Case

Todd Wightman

Tonya Tracy

Traci Harbert

Tracy Gohr

Tyler Tate

Virginia Obenchain

William Meakin

YourCause, LLC Trustee 

for Century Link Employee 

Giving

FRIENDS
Andrea Chamberlin

Barbara Shepherd

Bill Higgins

Blaine Killpack

Boise State University

Brennan Powell

Brigham Young University 

- Idaho

Brighton Humphries

Byron Fricks

Catherine Rogers

Cheryl Ravenscroft

Clark County School 

District #161

Clint Reading

Community Family Clinic

Connections Credit Union

Cottey Greene

Critical Nurse Staffing

Dana Rae Bennett

David Richardson

Debby Whitehead

DeLyn Hendricks

Eagle Rock Dental Care

Gavin Rish

Greater Idaho Falls 

Chamber of Commerce

Greg Calder

Heath Springman

Idaho State Broadcasters 

Association (ISBA - NCSA)

Idaho Steel Products, Inc.

Idahoan Foods LLC

Infinity Loans

Interwest Mortgage

Jacob Claflin

Jean E Lyons

Jeff Randall

Jennie Weitzel

Jennifer Smith

Jennifer Stevens

Jessica Hunter

Jim Hammon

Jodene Trimble

Jodi Bright

Joshua Duersch

Julie McMurtrey

Kathleen Nelson

Katie Morse

Kenny Pfannenstiel

Kirsten Erickson

Kym Mowery Bonnett

Lara Adrian

Linda Milam

Lori Killian

Lynette Sharp

Marisol Jaramillo

Marjorie Price

Mary Henscheid

Michael Walker

Michelle Covert

Monica Nelson

Nathan Burnside

Nicole Baxter

Northwest Nazarene 

University

Pamala LeVan

Pamela OHearn

Philip Turner

Pony Car Wash

Portneuf Medical Center

Preston Fuss

Progrexion

Raeleen Roberts

Randall Hughes

Ray Barnes

Renae Oswald

RoLynne Hendricks

Sara Larsen

Scott Wold

Seagull Books

Shayna Dutton

Shelby 

Woolstenhulme

Shuree Howard

Sonny Dutton

Spudnik

Steve Hiett

Syringa 

Networks

Teton Martial 

Arts

TJ Ryan

Todd Wightman

Travis Arneson

Warren Maxfield

Wesley Bradford

Thank You, CEI Foundation Contributors!
November 2018 - October 2019

Your tax-deductible donation of cash, stocks, or 
property makes all the difference for CEI students


